CASE STUDY COMMENTS

FROM LEADERSHIP

With parents uneasy about Halloween, the Light Party provided an opportunity for us to meet their need by offering a positive alternative.  What amazed us was the response from families in our

Community who attended the fun filled event, where Jesus was presented as the light in the darkness. They were so appreciative.

The Light Party has proved to be an effective investment to connect with children and families who don't normally attend our church activities. It also enabled different groups in our church fellowship to work together in a positive way, and for the church as a whole to be involved in something that connects us with other churches who are also hosting Light Parties for their communities.

By John Massam, Elder at Ngaire Avenue Bible Chapel

BY LIGHT PARTY ORGANISER

I heard about the Light Party from a fellow student at Carey College, so I looked it up on the internet.  The website told me all I needed to know and I decided it would be a fantastic outreach.   I’m in charge of Family and Children’s Ministry at church so I got a team together to plan our own Light Party.  

The whole church participated, and lots of people got together and helped in different ways.  I had various items donated and we had a working bee together the night before to decorate and set everything up.  

We wanted it to be a family event – bringing families to the church so we said, “No children without parents.”  I expected about 500 people in total and we had 500 children and 300 parents.  Everyone paid $2 and felt it was a bargain.  

We had free coffee and cake for the parents in café style seating served by the older ladies in the church and free lollies and candy floss for the children.  The only thing they had to pay for was the sausage sizzle.   The carnival games were a huge hit and all the activities were free, just simple stuff like grabbing marbles with your toes, bouncy castles, face painting, balloon animals, a bubble machine – things like that.

We didn’t have a sit down talk because it would have been too difficult to manage, but we put a lot of pamphlets and articles about Halloween on the coffee tables and around the hall.  We also wrote and gave out a pamphlet with the reasons why we were holding the Light Party that outlines that we believe that Jesus is the Light.

The great thing was, apart from seeing everyone working together on such a fun event, that we have seen a direct correlation between the Light Party and church growth.  Families who came along were able to be introduced to the church and subsequently began attending the services and Sunday Schools.  

We’re going to keep doing it!

Helen Croukamp, St Columba Presbyterian, Botany Downs

I had heard that another church had held a Light Party,  and we had been wanting to do something at Halloween for our community, so I got hold of some information and then looked up the website.   I got all the information that I needed and then it was just a matter of getting people to help run it, which was actually quite easy even for a small church like ours.  It was new and new things seem to be more fun.  I think the thing that took me by surprise was the amount of people in the community that were actually looking for something to do instead of Halloween.  I was amazed at how many people thought Halloween was a negative thing and were pleased that we were providing something different and positive for them.  We had a lot more people than were expecting.

We had heaps of positive comments from people we’d never have had contact with otherwise.   We had a sit down devotion that was well received and also gave out a little pack that gave information about all the different activities here.

Heaps of people said it was fantastic and they had heaps of fun.  The first Light Party was definitely a great learning experience and we’re looking forward to improving for our second party this year.

Paula Pio, Mt Wellington Community Church

BY LIGHT PARTY GUEST

I heard about the Light Party from another mother from kindy who gave me a flyer.  I didn’t know what it was, but the flyer had a list of family friendly activities which I thought my two young boys would really enjoy.  

We had never really got into the whole Halloween thing, but found this to be a good alternative to the potentially frightening characters that roam around with goulish, scary costumes.  I certainly don’t like the idea of my children walking around the streets and knocking on the doors of total strangers.  I shudder to think of the reactions some of them have to cope with when they get to some people’s front doors.  The Light Party sounded like heaps more fun for the children than Halloween.

We went as a family and all thoroughly enjoyed it.  We all thought it was great fun, there was heaps for all age groups, others were enjoying themselves, it was really well organized and safe and I got to chat with lots of different people that I wouldn’t have met otherwise.  The bouncy castles were great and the food was yummy.

It was really good to see what looked like whole families going altogether because so often it’s just Mum’s taking their kids out and you don’t see the whole family together.  It’s definitely worth going to.

Kate, Mt Roskill

