THE LIGHT PARTY

HOW IT FITS INTO EVANGELISM STRATEGY
As a stand alone event, a Light Party provides a great community service, and offers opportunity to introduce families in the community to the host church.  However, it will do little to bring people to the Christian faith unless it is tied to further bridging events, and more importantly to personal links to ‘homes’ within the church.  

For the Light Party to be an effective evangelism tool, it should be:

 .

· Placed within an evangelism strategy that ties ‘bridging/connecting’ events to individual ministries

· Supported by a church wide understanding of intentional individual evangelism

· Supported by ministry leaders prepared to utilize it’s potential by pursuing follow up and pastoral care

· Supported by prayer

THE PROCESS

CONNECTION

The Light Party offers so much potential to connect;

· Ministries within the church


· Church to the Community

· Church to Church

· Community to Community

THE GOSPEL

At a Light Party, it is envisioned that guests will receive ‘the gospel of the Kingdom of God.’  This could be an object talk, tracts on tables, handouts, church members practicing intentional evangelism and even the generous act of hosting a Light Party can speak of God’s love for all.  It must be clear that a Light Party is a positive alternative to Halloween.  Not a Christian version of Halloween, but a celebration of LIGHT and LIFE.

FOLLOW UP

This is only the start.  Now you have the contact, it’s time to follow up. At this opportunity, guests need to be linked to another connection point; either a relational contact, a ministry or an event that will provide opportunity for the Holy Spirit to speak into their hearts and draw them ever closer to God. 

ONGOING CARE

Once families in your community see that you genuinely care for them and wish to help them, then they will feel comfortable about attending other events or services.  Until then, pray and keep seeking to bring Christ to your community through you.

To effectively utilise a Light Party

· Make contact with local businesses.  Spread the word about helping families and encourage them to join in by supporting your Light Party.

· Take names of guests, meet families, be interested and available.

· Don’t let anyone leave without information about your ministries and an invitation to attend something else; another meeting they might be interested in, Sunday school, boys or girls club, a mothers group or parenting class, a coffee group.

· Follow up the contacts you have made.  Don’t let them slip past. Phone and invite them for coffee.  Take an interest in the children.  Let God’s love be evident.

· Pray that God will shine His love through you and the church community to which you belong.  Pray for those you have met.
