OBJECT TALKS

1.  JESUS IN MY HEART

What you need:

· Tennis ball with a split in it (hidden from audience)

· A figure to represent Jesus that fits inside ball

· String, Glue, Clamp, Rope

· Large rubber band

· One other person to catch the ball
What you do:

Hold up the tennis ball to represent you.  Show the children the figure that represents Jesus.

What you say:

Jesus has promised He will never leave us.  Let’s see if that is true.   What can I do to make sure that I stay close to Jesus so He will never leave me?

I know, I can go to church.  That will keep me close to Jesus (Take the figure Jesus and glue him to the ball.) This glue represents going to church. (Throw the ball to the other person making sure that the two objects come apart.)  Oh dear, that didn’t work.  (Repeat this exercise using other good things such as praying, being kind, obeying the Bible, etc.  For each one use things like cotton, rope etc. to tie the two objects to each other. Look really sad that none of these things keep you close to Jesus).

Conclusion:

All these are good and we need to do them, but none of them will guarantee Jesus being close to us.  There is only one way.  We need to open our heart to Jesus and let him rule. (Open the ball and place figure inside.  Now throw the ball and they stay together.  If Jesus rules your heart, He will be with you no matter what!)

2.  LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE (Matthew 5:16)

What you need:

A few cheap flashlights.

What you do:

Take apart the flashlights and put them on a table. Choose 3 children to race to reassemble them.

What you say:

We are like flashlights and God’s Spirit is like the batteries.  He gives us the ability to love others like God does. We need to let the light shine out of us by being kind and loving to others.

Conclusion:

Have a question/answer time: How can we get “connected” with the Holy Spirit?

What is something you can do for someone today that will help him or her feel God’s love? How can we let our lights shine?

3.  JESUS IS THE WAY TO GOD

What you need:

· Two chairs

· A Strong plank of wood

· Child

· Several pieces of string

What you do:

Place the chairs facing each other and far enough apart that you can’t jump from one to the other. Put a child standing on one chair.
What you say:

This chair that xxx is standing on is like the world we live in.  The other chair over here is heaven, where God is.  The problem is the gap between the two chairs.  It’s caused by doing wrong things.  The Bible calls this sin.  It’s impossible to get from one side to the other by ourselves. Some people try to get across by doing good things. (Put string across chairs).  This string is called Trying to be good enough to get into heaven.  Do you think it will work?  (Have child try to walk across). No we need something strong enough to carry us to God.  There’s only one person who can do that?  He is strong enough to carry all the wrong stuff in the world on his shoulders. (Put plank across two chairs). This plank represents Jesus who is the only way to heaven.  He carried our sin when he died so now we can come to God.

Conclusion:

Now that we depend on Jesus to get us to heaven, we can take our good works (place string on plank) as a gift to God, because of what Jesus has done.
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